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of ignorance or selfishness grew envious of Karunanidhi. Since
Karunanidhi exhibited a frenzied craze for personal publicity, the
envy began to grow at all levels.
The creator of the "Anna hallucination" was in every respect a
more suitable leader for the DMK. However, critics saw him with
jealous eyes as one who had worked his way into a position of emi-
nence that he did not deserve. Some persons in the DMK were more
jealous of Karunanidhi than were persons associated with other
parties. Among them were men who occupied the front ranks in
the DMK ruling group. "Among mice, the bandicoot is the
elephant." The DMK mice regarded the bandicoot in their midst
initially with fear. With his own strength Karunanidhi was able to
exploit the "Anna hallucination" for a while. But he could not
transform that hallucination into a halo for himself. The reason
was that while Annadurai had Karunanidhi as his lieutenant,
Karunanidhi could not find a similar lieutenant for himself.
Jealousy and mutual recrimination of an extremely low type steadi-
ly grew among the leaders of the DMK. Eventually the other "big
leaders" had to capitulate to Karunanidhi to save their skins. They
knew that Karunanidhi had long experience and training, starting
from his youth, in the effort to build the DMK as a disciplined
bourgeois political party. They were aware of his perseverance and
they were conscious of the fact that Karunanidhi had deeper roots in
the Kazhagam than Annadurai himself. But certain cowardly ele-
ments sought to mobilize treacherously an opposition to Karuna-
nidhi within the DMK and bided their time to emerge in public
as his opponents.
The Swatantra Party that had supported the DMK thus far
changed its tune. It cut itself off from the DMK, implying, as it were,
that its earlier support had been for Annadurai. That is, the Swatantra
Party did not undertake any examination or offer any explanation
of its past support to the DMK. It began to criticize Karunanidhi
and the DMK government quite harshly. The reason for its volte
face was that over a period of three years (that is, as a consequence of
Annadurai's rule), the middle class had become disenchanted. A
situation had developed that made it clear that no party could expect
to sustain its political life in Tamil Nadu without opposing the
Kazhagam's rule. Those who continued to support the Kazhagam,
irrespective of the high positions that they might have occupied earlier
in other parties, became nothing more than political stipendiaries